DIY Winterization Guide for North Georgia
Vacation & Rental Homes

Introduction:

Winterizing your North Georgia mountainhome isessential to prevent freeze damage, saveenergy, and keep
the property secure during periods of vacancy. North Georgia areas like Blue Ridge, Ellijay, and Cherry Log
often see winter daytime highs in the 40-50°F range and nighttime lows in the mid-20s °F 1. While milder than
northern climates, these temperatures (especially at ~1,500-2,000 ft elevation) are cold enough to freeze
pipes and create other issues. Add in occasional snow (Blue Ridge averages ~4 inches of snow annually)1 and
high humidity, and you have a recipe for potential damage if the home is not properly prepared. The guide
below provides step-by-step DIY winterization measures—broken down by exterior, interior, HVAC,
plumbing, and security systems—to protect your investment. We'll also highlight when professional help is
advisable and note North Georgia-specific considerations (like elevation and moisture).

Exterior Preparation (Roof, Gutters, Siding & Outdoor Structures)

A home’s exterior is the first line of defense against winter weather. Inspect and fortify all external elements
to prevent water intrusion, ice damage, and pest entry. Focus on the roof, gutters, siding, and outdoor
plumbing fixtures:

Roof Inspection and Maintenance: Check the roof for any damaged or missing shingles and have
them repaired before winter. Even small gaps can let moisture in, which can freeze and expand,
causing leaks. Ensure flashing around chimneys or vents is secure. If your home is at a higher
elevation with the possibility of snow, clear off any heavy debris and consider a roof rake for light
snowfalls (North Georgia typically gets light snow, but wet snow can add weight). Proper roof
maintenance prevents ice from seeping under shingles and causing leaks.

Clean Gutters and Downspouts: Clogged gutters can lead to ice dams or water overflow that
damages your home's fascia and foundation. Clear out leaves, pine needles, and debris from
gutters and downspouts so water can flow freely. This is especially important in North Georgia
where late-falling oak and maple leaves can accumulate. After cleaning, run water through to ensure
downspouts direct water away from the foundation. Proper drainage prevents water from pooling
and freezing around your house. Safety tip: Use a stable ladder and have a spotter when cleaning
gutters. If your roof is high or steep, consider hiring a pro for this task.

Siding and Exterior Walls:Inspect siding for cracks or gaps where cold air or moisture could
enter. Seal any openings with weatherproof caulk. Pay special attention around window frames, door
frames, and where pipes or wires enter the house. A little caulk or expanding foam can block
drafts and moisture, which also keeps pests from finding a way in. Repair any loose or damaged
siding panels/shakes to prevent wind damage during winter storms. Well-sealed walls maintain
warmth and stop moisture intrusion.

Trim Trees and Secure Outdoor Items: Trim back any overhanging tree branches or limbs that are
near the roof, siding, or power lines. Ice or high winds can cause weak branches to break and fall on
your home. Remove dead limbs and keep healthy ones pruned so they clear the house by several feet.
Also, clear away woodpiles or debris near the house, as these can harbor pests that might seek warmth
indoors. Secure outdoor furniture, grills, and yard tools—store them in a shed or garage if possible, or
cover with weather-resistant tarps tied down. High winds in mountain areas (Blue Ridge often has
strong gusts in winter) can turn loose items intdl projectiles, so stow them safely.
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Protect Outdoor Faucets and Sprinklers: Disconnect all garden hoses from outdoor spigots
(hoses hold water that can freeze and back up into the faucet). If your exterior spigots have a shutoff
valve inside, turn it off and open the faucet to drain any water. Install insulated faucet covers over
each outdoor faucet. These covers, typically foam domes or bags, trap heat from your house and
keep freezing air out, greatly reducing the chance of a burst spigot. If you don't have a store-bought
cover, you can wrap the spigot with rags and a plastic bag as a DIY solution in a pinch (They are an
eco-friendly alternative to leaving faucets dripping, which wastes water.)

For in-ground sprinkler systems, shut off the irrigation supply and drain the lines if possible. Many
Georgia sprinkler systems are below the freeze line (11" in North GA), but sprinkler heads and above-
ground backflow valves can freeze and crack. Drain water from the system via the drain valve (if
installed) or consider having a professional blow out the lines with compressed air. Also, wrap any
exposed irrigation pipes or backflow preventers with foam insulation or old blankets to protect them

Elevated Decks, Pipes & Crawlspace: If your home has a crawlspace or elevated deck, close any
crawlspace vents for the winter to keep cold air out (if your crawlspace is vented). This helps protect
plumbing under the house from freezing. Make sure exposed pipes under decks or crawlspaces
are insulated with foam sleeves or heat tape. Check that deck boards are sealed or stained; winter
moisture can seep into unprotected wood and cause warping or rot. While this is more of a fall
maintenance task, it contributes to the deck’s longevity through wet winters. Sweep off leaves or
pine needles from decks and stairs (they can hold moisture and make surfaces slippery or cause
mildew).
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Interior Preparation (Windows, Insulation, and Indoor Features)

Inside the home, the goal is to keep heat in, cold out, and moisture under control. This will prevent
freezing of interior pipes, reduce heating costs, and avoid mold or pest problems during the home’s idle
months. Focus on sealing drafts, adding insulation, and maintaining a dry, moderate environment:

Seal Windows and Doors: Drafty windows or doors can let in enough cold air to drop the indoor
temperature, risking frozen pipes and wasting energy. Check for drafts by feeling for cold air or
using a candle flame test around edges. Install weatherstripping or caulk around leaky window.
Ensure thresholds and door sweeps create a good seal at the bottom of doors. For an extra layer of
insulation, especially on single-pane or older windows, apply insulating window film (the shrink-wrap
plastic you blow dry to tighten) over the inside of the window. This clear film can significantly cut heat
loss. As a quick fix, even heavy drapes or quilts over windows at night can help. Also close blinds or
curtains to add insulation at night and to protect interior furnishings from UV exposure - an added
benefit noted by local experts. A well-sealed home not only stays warmer but also keeps out moisture
that could condense on cold surfaces.



Upgrade Insulation (Attic, Basement, Walls): Heat rises, so a lot of warmth can escape through an
under-insulated attic. Check your attic insulation - if it's looking flat or sparse (you can see joists),
consider adding more to reach recommended R-values. The attic in particular should be well
insulated to prevent ice dams on the roof: heat escaping can melt snow on the roof which re-freezes
at the eaves. In North Georgia, ice dams are less common but can happen after a snowfall followed
by freezing nights. Also insulate the basement or crawlspace walls if feasible, or at least the band
joists (the perimeter where the house framing sits on the foundation). If the home will be
unoccupied, you don't need to heat it to comfort levels, but keeping what heat you do provide inside
is key. Don't forget pipe insulation: use foam pipe wraps on any water lines in unheated spaces
(crawlspaces, attics, garages). This inexpensive step keeps those pipes “toasty” and less prone to
freezing. In a vacant home, every degree of heat retention helps prevent freeze-ups and lowers

your heating bill.

Protect Interior Plumbing: Even indoors, pipes can freeze if they are in exterior walls or unheated
areas. A critical step is to open cabinet doors under sinks (kitchen, bathrooms) that are on
exterior walls. This allows warmer room air to circulate around the pipes under the sink.

Likewise, leave interior room doors open so heat can move throughout the house - you don't

want any closed-off rooms becoming an icebox. If a severe cold snap is forecast (especially common
in mountain hollows or higher elevations), you might let faucets drip slightly on those exterior-wall
sinks. Running water is less likely to freeze. Even a pencil-thin stream or intermittent drip can
prevent pressure build-up if pipes do freeze. However, do not rely on dripping faucets if you haven't
winterized and will be away long-term - it's a last resort for short freezes and wastes water. Instead,
see the Plumbing section about fully draining the system if you'll be away. Note: Identify where your
main water shutoff is (usually near where the water line enters, or at the meter) and label it. In an
emergency like a burst pipe, you or a neighbor should be able to turn off the water quickly.

Maintain a Minimum Heating Temperature:Set your thermostat to a safe temperature if the
home will be unoccupied for days or weeks. Most experts recommend 55°F (13°C) as a minimum
interior temp. This is warm enough to help prevent frozen pipes in walls, but cool enough to

avoid high energy bills while the home is empty. In the North Georgia mountains, if your home is
very exposed or historically cold, you might bump this up a few degrees (perhaps 58-60°F) during
extreme cold nights for extra buffer. It's also wise to keep the furnace fan on “auto” (not off) so it
will cycle warm air. Tip: If you have a multi-level home, warmer air will rise — so pipes in a crawlspace
or lower level might be colder than the thermostat reading upstairs. Position a thermometer in
vulnerable areas to monitor how cold it really gets. And remember to close the home’s fireplace
damper if you have a wood-burning fireplace (when not in use) — an open chimney can suck

warm air out like a vacuum, plus it's an entry for pests and moisture.

Indoor Moisture & Mold Prevention: Georgia's climate is humid, and interestingly, winter can
create sneaky moisture problems indoors. Cold outside + heated inside = condensation on cold
surfaces if humidity is high. To combat this, aim to keep indoor humidity around 40-50%. If

your home will be unheated or only minimally heated, you won’t have as much warm moist air to
cause condensation, but you should still take precautions: place moisture absorbers (desiccant
packs or buckets like DampRid) in areas prone to dampness - e.g. bathrooms, the basement,
andclosets. These will passively capture excess moisture from the air. If you'll be checking on the
house periodically (or have remote monitoring), use a dehumidifier in the basement or crawlspace
on a low setting to keep moisture down. Also ensure ventilation fans (bathroom, kitchen) are
functional and use them if someone is in the home showering or cooking, to vent humidity. Mold
can start growing if humidity stays above ~60% for long periods. Particularly in a closed-up vacation
home, you don't want a musty surprise later.



Wiping down any obvious condensation on windows during visits and running ceiling fans on low (even
in winter) can help keep air mixed and dry. North Georgia tip: The freeze-thaw cycles (cold nights, mild
afternoons) can cause condensation in crawlspaces or attics as temperatures swing, so it's worth
peeking in those areas occasionally or considering a vapor barrier if not already in place.

Clean, Pest-Free Interior: Before closing up for winter, give the interior a thorough cleaning.
Remove any food that could attract pests: empty the refrigerator and pantry of perishables, and
don't leave any pet food or birdseed accessible. Defrost and prop open the fridge/freezer doors to
prevent mildew (and place an open box of baking soda inside to absorb odors). Take out all

trash. Vacuum up crumbs. Consider setting out a few pest traps or deterrents (mouse traps or
ultrasonic repellents, insect bait stations) especially in the attic, basement, or near entry points.

Seal small holes where rodents could enter - common spots are around plumbing under sinks or
gaps in the attic eaves. You can stuff steel wool in small holes as a temporary block (mice can't chew
through it easily). By cleaning and pest-proofing, you avoid coming back to unpleasant odors,
droppings, or damage. It also prevents tiny issues from growing—Ilike a small water spill or a bit of
food can turn into mold or infestation over months. Finally, unplug unnecessary appliances
(toaster, TVs, lamps) to eliminate “phantom” electrical loads and reduce fire risk. This also

protects electronics from any power surge if there's an outage. Leave interior closet doors or attic
hatches slightly ajar if they contain plumbing or need a bit of airflow to avoid stagnant air. Overall,
an interior that's clean, dry, and moderately warm is far less likely to suffer winter damage.
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HVAC System (Heating, Ventilation, and Climate Control)

Your heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) system is a critical player in winterizing, as it maintains
the safe baseline temperature and protects itself from damage. North Georgia homes may use a variety of
heating systems (electric furnaces, heat pumps, propane furnaces, etc.), so adapt these tips to your setup:

Professional HVAC Inspection: Before winter truly sets in, it's wise to have your furnace or heat
pump serviced by a professional. They will check that the burner or heating elements are

working properly, safety controls are functional, and ventilation is clear. This tune-up can improve
efficiency and catch issues (like a cracked heat exchanger or low refrigerant in a heat pump) before
they become winter emergencies. In a DIY spirit, you can at least vacuum out dust from accessible
parts and make sure no flammable items are stored near the furnace. If you use propane or oil,
ensure your fuel tank is filled in advance — mountain roads can close in bad weather, delaying fuel
deliveries.

Replace or Clean Filters: A clean HVAC filter is important for both efficiency and air quality. A
clogged filter can restrict airflow, causing the furnace to work harder and potentially overheat or
shut down. Put in a fresh filter at the start of winter (and consider leaving spares if someone will
change it monthly). Good airflow also helps distribute heat evenly to all rooms, preventing cold spots.
that could allow pipes to freeze. This is a simple DIY task that pays off in system longevity and lower
energy use. 4
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Thermostat Settings & Smart Controls: As mentioned, set the thermostat to ~55°F when the home
is vacant to prevent freezing. If you have a programmable thermostat, double-check it's
programmed correctly for “away” status (some have a specific vacation hold setting). Smart
thermostats (like Nest, Ecobee, etc.) are highly recommended for vacation homes - they let you
monitor the temperature remotely and even get alerts if it drops unexpectedly. For example, if the
furnace fails and the temp plunges, you'd know and could send someone to fix it before pipes freeze.
Some smart thermostats can also intelligently cycle the heat to save energy while ensuring
minimum temperatures, which is ideal for a property that isn't continuously occupied. Just make sure
the thermostat is connected to Wi-Fi and you maintain internet in the home over winter.

Ventilation and Airflow: Go through the house and open all heating vents (and unblock them) so
that warm air can reach plumbing areas and exterior walls. In some rooms, you might have closed
vents in summer - open them now. Keep interior doors open (as noted before) to let air circulate
freely. If you have ceiling fans, use the reverse (clockwise) low-speed setting to gently push warm

air down from the ceiling, which can help in rooms with high ceilings or lofts. This evens out the
temperature without a noticeable breeze.

Fireplaces and Wood Stoves: Many North Georgia cabins have fireplaces or wood stoves. Have the
chimney cleaned if it hasn’t been in a while - creosote buildup is a fire hazard. Even if you're not
using it much, an animal nest or debris could block the flue. A clean chimney also vents better,
reducing smoke or carbon monoxide risk. Keep the damper closed when not in use to prevent heat
loss and critter entry. If you have a gas fireplace, ensure the pilot light (if it has one) is lit or the gas
supply is shut off safely if not in use. Never leave a wood stove or fireplace burning unattended in a
vacant home - use these heat sources only when someone is present and awake to monitor them.

Preventing HVAC Freeze-ups: In very cold weather, certain HVAC components could be at risk. For
instance, heat pumps have an outdoor unit - clear any leaves or debris from around it to ensure
proper airflow. Heat pumps will have defrost cycles in freezing weather; that's normal. If you have
central AC condensing units that won't be used until summer, you can shut off their power and
cover the top of the unit (not wrapping it fully, just a cover to keep debris out). However, do not cover
a heat pump you plan to use for heating - it needs to breathe. Drain any portable AC units or
humidifiers and store them so they don't freeze and crack. Also, if your furnace or boiler has a
condensate drain (common in high-efficiency units), make sure the drain line is pitched and clear so
it doesn't back up or freeze.

Safety Devices: Since your HVAC (or any backup heat like a generator or kerosene heater) could
pose carbon monoxide risks, test all smoke and CO detectors in the home. Replace batteries

and make sure they're working. It's best to have one CO detector on each floor and near any
sleeping areas. A small investment in these alarms is literally a lifesaver. If you have a security
system, see if it offers low-temperature or smoke alarm monitoring as part of its service - this could
alert you to a furnace failure or fire.

Wells:Finally, if your home relies on a well pump for water, consider the HVAC's role in keeping that
system safe. Often the well pressure tank and switches are in a pump house or crawlspace. If in a

separate pump house, ensure that space has a heat source (like a heat lamp or small space heater on a

thermostat) to prevent the pump and pipes from freezing. Many North Georgia wells have a small
heater or heat tape on by default - check that it's functioning.



Plumbing System (Water Supply and Pipes)

Water is the enemy when it freezes in pipes - it can cause pipes to burst and flood the house. Properly
winterizing the plumbing is perhaps the most critical step for a home that will sit empty in freezing
weather. North Georgia might not have prolonged deep freezes, but all it takes is one 15°F night to ruin
pipes if they're unprotected. Here's how to safeguard your plumbing:

+ Option 1 - Heat Left On: If you plan to keep the heat on at 55°F+, then your plumbing strategy is
about protecting trouble spots. As covered, open cabinets, insulate pipes, and possibly let faucets
drip on very cold nights. This method assumes the furnace or heat pump will keep the house

above freezing. It's crucial to have backup plans (generator or someone who can respond) in case of
a power outage or furnace failure, because pipes could freeze in a matter of hours if heat is lost
during a cold snap. For peace of mind, you can still shut off the main water supply even if heat is
on - this way, if a pipe does freeze and burst, the amount of water that could leak is limited. Many
homeowners do a hybrid: leave heat on and shut the water off at the main, after draining faucets.
That way, even in a worst case, any freeze damage would be minimal with no continuous flooding.

+ Option 2 - Full Plumbing Winterization (Heat Off or Home Vacant Long-Term): If you will turn
the heat off entirely, or you don't trust leaving it on, then a more thorough plumbing winterization
is needed. Start by shutting off the main water valve that brings water into the house (or

have your well pump turned off). Next, drain the water lines: open all faucets (hot and cold) and let
them run until dry. Flush toilets to drain most of the water from the tanks and bowls. Drain the water
heater tank - but IMPORTANT: turn off the power to it first (at the breaker for electric heaters, or set
gas heaters to “pilot” or shut off gas) before draining, to avoid damage to the heating elements or
burner. Attach a hose to the heater’s drain spigot and run it to a floor drain or outdoors, and open

the tank drain. This can take time as air glugs in; open a hot water tap to let air into the system. Blow
out any remaining water from the pipes if possible by using an air compressor at an open faucet or
the laundry hook-ups. This pushes out water from low spots that don't gravity drain. It can be

tricky, so if you're unsure, you might hire a plumber for this step - many offer winterization

services relatively cheaply because a burst pipe can cost far more to fix. Don't forget appliances: run
your washing machine and dishwasher briefly on drain cycle to clear water from pumps and hoses.
Drain Traps and Toilets: After draining as much water as possible, some water will remain in P-
traps (the U-shaped pipes under sinks, showers) and in toilet bowls and tanks. This water can freeze
and crack the porcelain or pipes. To prevent this, pour RV antifreeze (the pink, non-toxic
antifreeze) into each drain trap and toilet bowl/tank40. RV antifreeze is made for winterizing
plumbing and is safe for septic systems in small quantities. For each sink/shower/tub, pour a cup or
two into the drain so the trap has antifreeze instead of plain water. For toilets, first sponge out as
much clear water as you can from the bowl and tank, then add enough antifreeze to cover the
remaining water (usually a few cups in the bowl, maybe a quart in the tank). Do not use automotive
antifreeze, as it's toxic and not formulated for this purpose. Once this is done, do not flush the toilets
or run any water - the antifreeze should stay in place all winter. Put tape over the fixtures or a note
as a reminder.

Main shut off Just say no to fro%en well heads Don't let this happen
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Outdoor and Exterior Plumbing: Ensure outdoor spigots are fully drained as well. After shutting
off their interior valves (if you have them) and opening the spigots, leave them open all winter (with
covers on as described). Sprinkler systems should be drained or blown out, as noted in the exterior
section - even if the lines don't freeze, sprinkler heads can, and you won't discover damage until spring
if you skip this. If your property has other water features (like a garden fountain, pond pump, or
external water filter), drain and winterize those as well per manufacturer instructions. Well Systems: If
you have a well, there may be a bleeder or drain valve on the pressure tank or supply line - open it
to let water drain back down the well or out a drain. Check any small exposed pipes on the well
pump assembly. UGA Extension notes that a quarter-inch plastic pipe (often on the pressure switch)
can freeze and burst, causing the pump to run continuously or fail. If you find such a pipe and can’t
drain it, wrap it with insulation or heat tape. Also, if the well house isn't heated, consider insulating it
or using a heat lamp as mentioned before.

Water Heater and Appliances: For a short vacancy, you might not drain the water heater. In that
case, set it to “Vacation” mode or a low temperature to save energy. But for a long winterization,
draining is safer. Water heaters can withstand freezing if empty, but if full and the power is off, the
water could potentially freeze in extremely cold conditions (not likely in North GA if indoors with
some residual heat, but possible in an unheated basement). If you have a tankless water heater,
refer to its manual for winterizing - usually you drain it via service ports and might run antifreeze
through, since those units can be damaged by freezing water left inside. Don’t forget washing
machine lines: after turning off water, disconnect the inlet hoses and drain them, and drain the
pump by briefly running a spin cycle. You can also pour a bit of RV antifreeze into the washer drum
and run it for a few seconds to get some into the pump. Similarly, put antifreeze in the dishwasher
bottom. This may sound excessive, but these appliances can hold water in pumps/traps that might
freeze.

Resume Use Cautiously: When you or renters return and it's time to de-winterize, reverse the
steps carefully. Remove faucet aerators (to catch debris) and turn water back on slowly, checking
for leaks as pipes refill. Flush out the antifreeze by running taps and flushing toilets a couple of times
(the pink RV antifreeze might foam a bit, that's normal). Also make sure to turn the water heater
back on only after it's refilled with water to avoid dry firing the elements. If you hired a plumber to
winterize, you could have them handle the reopening too.

Regular Check-Ins: Even with thorough prep, it's wise to have someone check the property
periodically in winter (or do it yourself if you live near enough). A quick walk-through can catch
issues like a small drip, signs of pests, or if the heat system turned off unexpectedly. If you can't have
physical checks, consider remote monitoring: flood sensors in key areas, a smart thermostat, or a
security system that monitors temperature can alert you to problems (for example, some systems
will send an alert if interior temp falls below a threshold). Given the winding mountain roads, by the
time deep winter arrives you might not easily get to the cabin after a big snow or ice storm, so these

precautions provide peace of mind.

When to Call a Professional: Certain plumbing tasks are best done by a licensed plumber,
especially if you're not comfortable with them. For example, using an air compressor to blow out
lines should be done at the correct pressure to avoid damaging pipes. If your home has complex
plumbing (multiple bathrooms on different levels, hydronic heating, etc.), professional winterization
is a smart investment. Also, if you've never winterized a home before, you might hire a pro the



first time and watch/learn for the future. They will ensure every little detail is handled (they often
have a checklist so nothing is missed). The cost of hiring help is small compared to the potential
cost of water damage from a mistake. Additionally, if your property is on a septic system, you
generally don't need to do much to it for winter (they're below frost line), but if you have concerns
or if the home will be vacant for many months, consult a septic professional for any special
recommendations (for instance, sometimes they suggest a septic-safe antifreeze in traps so it
doesn’t harm the septic bacteria).

Security and Power Backup (Safeguarding a Vacant Home)

When your vacation or rental home is empty, security and contingency planning become part of “winterizing”
too. Cold weather and winter storms can lead to power outages and create opportunities for vandalism or
burglary if a home appears obviously vacant. North Georgia mountain communities are generally safe, but a
few precautions will keep your property secure and give you peace of mind:

Lighting Timers & Occupancy lllusion: Set up a few lights on timers (or smart light bulbs on
schedules) to make the home look occupied in the evenings. For example, a lamp in the living

room could come on at dusk for a few hours. Vary the schedule with a modern timer or smart home
app to avoid a predictable pattern. Motion-sensor exterior lights are also great: they'll iluminate the
yard if anyone approaches, which can deter intruders and help neighbors spot activity. Also consider
leaving closed curtains or blinds on the ground floor - not only does this help with insulation, it
also prevents people from easily scoping out what's inside. However, leave them in a normal-looking
state (if you never usually close them, half-closed might be more natural) so it doesn't scream
“absent owner.” Some homeowners use smart plugs for radios or TVs to come on occasionally, but
simply having lights turn on/off is usually sufficient in a quiet mountain area.

Secure All Entry Points: This sounds obvious, but double-check every door and window lock before
you leave. That includes less-used ones like garage or shed doors, and second-story windows (people
have ladders). Lock sliding doors and insert a rod or dowel in the track to prevent them from
being forced open. If you have a history of break-ins in the area, consider reinforcing door frames with
longer strike plate screws or installing deadbolts if not already present. Make sure spare keys aren’t
hidden nearby (take that key out from under the rock or thermometer). It's better to give a key to a
trusted neighbor or property manager than to leave one out. For garage doors, unplug automatic
openers (so thieves can't use a universal remote) and consider a manual lock on the door track. In
rural areas, sometimes thieves target outbuildings, so lock those too. A visibly well- secured home -
and one that looks occasionally occupied - will persuade most mischief-makers to move along.

Alarm Systems & Cameras: If you have a security system, set it and notify the company that the
home will be vacant (and give them updated contact info for you or a local agent). Many modern
security systems have temperature and flood sensors; if yours does, ensure those are enabled - they
could catch a furnace outage (temperature drop) or a pipe leak early. Outdoor cameras or a video
doorbell can let you remotely monitor the property. Even trail cameras (wildlife cameras) hidden on
the property can capture unexpected visitors, human or animal. Put up a security system sign or
sticker, even if you only have a basic setup - it's a cheap and effective deterrent. In North Georgia,
where homes might be secluded, an alarm that makes noise could go unheard by neighbors, but the
threat of one still helps. If your property is extremely remote, consider gating your driveway if
feasible (even a chain with a lock) to discourage trespassers or curious joyriders.



Neighbors and Local Contacts: One of the best security measures is community watchfulness.
Let a trusted neighbor or friend nearby know that you'll be away and for how long. Provide them
with your cell number (and perhaps a secondary contact) in case they notice anything odd. You
might even ask them to walk around the house occasionally or park a car in the driveway from time
to time. If you use a property management company or have a local handyman, arrange for them to
inspect the home inside and out once a month or after any big storm. Many North Georgia cabin
owners coordinate with neighbors to swap check-ins — you check theirs, they check yours. Also,
consider notifying the local police department that the house will be unoccupied; some small-town
or county sheriffs will do periodic drive-bys if they know a home is vacant (especially if it's in a
neighborhood). Provide a key to someone reliable or hide one in an ultra-secure lockbox in case
entry is needed (just don't advertise it).

Power Outage Preparations: Winter storms can knock out power due to ice on lines or fallen trees,
especially in the higher elevations of the Blue Ridge area. Plan for how your home will cope with an
outage. If you have a backup generator, ensure it's serviced, fueled, and set to auto-start if that's an
option. Test it under load before winter. A whole-house generator will keep the heat running and
prevent freeze damage during outages, which is the gold standard of protection. If you don't have
one, maybe a small portable generator could at least power a space heater or the well pump in an
emergency - but only if someone is around to start it. (Never leave a portable generator running
unattended; also remember never use generators or combustion heaters indoors due to carbon
monoxide risk.) At minimum, keep some flashlights, battery lanterns, and fresh batteries in a
known location, so if you (or a guest) are there during a power loss, you're prepared44. If the house
will be vacant, unplug sensitive electronics (like TVs, computers) to protect against power surges
when electricity returns. Pro tip: Install surge protectors on your main electrical panel or at least on
critical appliances (HVAC, well pump, security system) - winter outages and surges can damage
equipment.

Fire Prevention and Safety: Along with security, think of safety in terms of fire and other hazards.
With nobody home, a small incident could go undetected until it's major. So, turn off or unplug
unneeded appliances as mentioned (especially heat-producing ones like space heaters, which you
should never leave on in an empty home). Inspect cords and outlets for any signs of fraying or
sparking. If you have a furnace that uses gas or propane, ensure the area around it is clear. It's good
to have a fire extinguisher or two in the home (kitchen and utility room), even if no one’s there - a
neighbor or responder might need it. Also, if you haven't already, winter is a fine time to service
your chimney (creosote removal) because chimney fires can be catastrophic.

+ Insurance and Documentation: Security also extends to being prepared if something goes wrong.
As a final step, notify your homeowner’s insurance that the property will be vacant for an
extended period. Some policies have vacancy clauses (e.g. coverage might be limited after 30 or

60 days vacant) or require an endorsement for long vacancies. It's better to inform them and

keep coverage in force than to have a claim denied due to technically being “unoccupied.” They may
ask that someone check the house periodically - which you're doing anyway. While you're at it,
update your home inventory (photos or video of your belongings and the home's condition) before
winter, just in case you need to file a claim for any reason. Secure important documents or remove
any truly irreplaceable valuables from the property while it's empty. That way, even in the unlikely
event of theft or a disaster, you've mitigated the potential loss.

By taking these security and backup power steps, you help ensure that your winterized home not only
withstands the weather but also stays safe from human or technical problems. In the mountains of North
Georgia, a well-prepared home will rest easy through the winter—and so will you.


https://www.goldpeachrealty.com/blog/10-Steps-to-Winterize-Your-Home-in-Georgia#:~:text=Prepare%20for%20potential%20power%20outages,with%20the%20following

Quick Winterization Checklist (North Georgia Vacation Home)

For quick reference, here’s a summary checklist of major DIY winterization steps. Use this as a final run-
through before you lock up for the winter:

Climate Control: Set thermostat to ~55°F (13°C) when away to prevent freezing. Open interior
doors and cabinets under sinks for airflow. Replace HVAC filters and have heating system serviced
for winter efficiency. Test smoke/CO detectors.

Plumbing: Turn off the main water valve if the home will be vacant, and drain interior pipes by
opening faucets. Flush toilets and add RV antifreeze to toilet bowls, tanks, and sink traps to

prevent freeze damage. If heat will be left on, consider leaving a slight faucet drip on very cold

nights and still shut exterior water supply lines. Insulate any exposed pipes in attics, crawlspaces, or
outside with foam sleeves.

Outdoor Faucets & Irrigation: Disconnect garden hoses and drain them. Install insulated faucet
covers on all outside spigots. Shut off and drain sprinkler system; wrap or cover backflow
preventers and above-ground sprinkler components. Verify well pump houses or exterior water
lines are insulated or heated.

Roof & Gutters: Clean gutters and downspouts of leaves and debris to ensure proper drainage.
Inspect the roof for loose or missing shingles and fix any leaks. Trim tree branches away from the roof
and power lines to prevent damage from ice or wind.

Sealing & Insulation: Caulk cracks or gaps around windows, doors, and siding to stop drafts install
weatherstripping on doors and windows as needed. Check that attic and crawlspace

insulation is adequate; add more if needed to keep heat in. Close crawlspace vents for winter to keep
cold air out.

Interior Prep: Unplug electronics and appliances that won't be used to save energy and reduce fire
risk. Empty the fridge and pantry of any food that could spoil or attract pests; prop fridge doors
open. Thoroughly clean the home and remove trash. Set rodent or insect traps in problem areas as a
preventive measure. Place moisture absorber buckets (DampRid or similar) in humid areas like
basements and bathrooms.

Security Measures: Lock all windows, doors, and garage entries securely. Set indoor lights on timers
to mimic occupancy. Activate the alarm system if you have one, and place security signage

visibly. Arrange for a neighbor or property manager to check the house periodically and give them a
key. Consider installing a smart thermostat and/or cameras for remote monitoring.

* Power & Storm Prep: Test your generator (if you have one) and ensure fuel is stabilized and
available. Have flashlights, batteries, and a first-aid kit accessible. Unplug or surge-protect major
appliances in case of power surges. Know how to shut off water, gas, and electricity in an emergency,
and ensure those valves are reachable and labeled.

* Final Steps: Notify your insurance company and local authorities (optional) that the home will be
vacant for an extended period45. Provide your winter contact information to a neighbor or the

local police for any emergencies. Double-check that all systems are set: thermostat correct, water off
(or on and dripping as planned), appliances off, doors locked.

With this comprehensive DIY approach, your North Georgia vacation or rental home will be well-defended
against winter's threats - from freezing weather to unwanted pests or intruders. By investing a bit of time
now, you'll prevent costly damages later, ensuring your mountain retreat is ready to enjoy when

warmer seasons return. Stay warm, stay safe, and enjoy peace of mind knowing your property is protected

all winter long!
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